Rapid decompression of anterior intracranial visual pathways with bromocriptine.
Bromocriptine mesylate (2-bromo-alpha-ergocryptine) has proved to be useful in reducing the size of prolactin-secreting pituitary adenomas, but little evidence has accumulated about its effectiveness within the first two weeks of therapy. The patient described herein showed a rapid reduction in the size of the suprasellar extension of a prolactinoma and a dramatic improvement of the primary visual field abnormalities within two weeks of starting bromocriptine therapy. This experience exemplifies the potential use of the drug in acutely decompressing the anterior intracranial visual pathways.